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I’m Back! Yes, Really! 
Daniel Williams 

 
I have returned to Divine Word College as the Library Director after having been 

gone for many years.  

 

I graduated from the college in May of 1979 with my B.A. in Philosophy and a 

minor in Cross-Cultural Studies. During my time in the college I was fortunate 

enough to have been able to work as a student library assistant with both Fr. 

Matthew Jacoby and Fr. John Tra. Since graduating I have worked with hearing 

imparied students and taught English and English conversation in SVD junior and 

senior high schools in Nagoya, Japan and Nagasaki, Japan. Later I recieved my Master of Librarianship degree from the 

University of South Carolina and have worked for a number of years in public libraries in most of the areas available to work. I 

have worked in children’s services, reference services, technical services, and in technology services. To say the least, I have been 

around the block a time or two.  

 

Prior to my return to Epworth, I had taken a break from working in libraries and tackled one of the items on my ”bucket” list. I 

was employed by the local Sheriff’s Office as a dispatcher and jailer. To say the least, that job, in and of itself, was quite 

educational. It has provided me with a much greater understanding of, and appreciation for those who work in law enforcement.  

In addition, I currently hold the rank of Staff Sergeant, discharge pending, in the Georgia State Defense Force. I have had training 

in emergency response and disaster prepraredness, as a CERT member, an Enhanced Emergency Medical Responder, and as a 

first aid/CPR instructor.  

 

That, in a nutshell, is me! Perhaps not your typical librarian, but, I like to think, a well rounded one. I have many reasons to be 

excited about becoming your new Library Director. Not the least of these is the opportunity to bring the new ILS online and to be 

able to improve and expand library services to the college community. Currently, we are looking at staff training the week of 

December 19th. That will allow us to have a go-live date of January 23rd. I know we will all be looking forward to that date! I am 

also looking forward to making the library a much greater participant in the life of the College in general.  
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Should there be anything that the Library or I can do for you or your students, please don’t hesitate to ask. Please feel free to call 

or drop in. I am looking forward to working with each of you. If you have any questions please feel free to ask! 

 
 
 
 Dr. Mathew Kanjirathinkal, VPAA  
 

Dear students: 

 

As we are approaching the end of the semester and many concerns occupy your mind, you may 

find yourself lacking the time to read this.  Nevertheless, I would like to share a few thoughts with 

you as we are approaching the end of the year.   

 

Surveys show that about 60 percent of the people who have attended college value their education 

and believe it was a good investment of their time. College education can contribute to career 

advancement, civic engagement, and personal development.  

 

At the same time, college education also creates problems.  It contributes to the formation of an 

elite social class.  Some of the markings of this social class are obvious: they are more likely than 

others to read elite newspapers such as the New York Times, watch foreign films, buy small or 

hybrid cars, buy groceries at health food stores, look down on Wal-Mart shoppers, and converse about climate change. A college 

education influences not only people’s consumer habits and entertainment preferences, but also the vocabulary they employ, the 

friends they choose, and the way they vote.  For instance, a demographic analysis of the most recent US presidential election has 

revealed that those who voted for the winning candidate were overwhelmingly people who did not hold a college degree.  Even 

within the red states, college towns went blue. Of course, factors such as race, gender, ethnicity, and age also influenced the 

voting. However, there is a consensus that education played a key role in how people voted.  

 

Why is the formation of an elite class a problem?  Simply put, it forms the basis for new social divisions that can be harmful for 

the larger society. The attitudes and values of the educated class and their perceived self-seeking tendencies make the less 

educated people distrust education itself.  Colleges and universities, and the culture they foster, are viewed with suspicion or even 

disdain. Blaming the class conflict on anti-intellectualism is a staid response. There is always a material basis for class conflicts. 

There is a widespread perception that education erodes social stability by questioning traditional values and, worse, education is 

utilized by its beneficiaries to take advantage of the less educated, creating new forms of oppression.  

 

 Is higher education used as a tool for advancing the private good of the educated class rather than the public good? Is higher 

education today a private good or a public good?  The November 11, 2016 issue of the Chronicle of Higher Education devoted a 

section called The Chronicle Review to “The problem with Higher Education.” The operative word here is the preposition “with,” 

meaning that higher education not only has problems, but is a problem by itself. In the opinion of one commentator, neoliberalism 

(the political stance that supports maximization of private benefits at the expense of the well-being of all) has reshaped higher 

education for the worse. The author, Adrianna Kezar, a professor of higher education at the University of Southern California, 

goes on to say that neoliberalism “has turned higher education from a public good into a commodity and private benefit” (The 

Chronicle Review, November 11, 2106, B3). The educated class, it seems, has turned away from their social responsibilities, using 

their education to benefit only themselves. By doing so, they have left the rest of the population behind. What is worse, those who 

are left behind are made to feel that they are inferior, unintelligent, that their culture is laughable, and that they are out of step with 

social progress.   

 

One might say that neoliberalism has not only turned education into a private good, it has also fostered identity politics and 

developed codes of conduct and speech that suppress dissent. If this is the case, as the popular sentiments seem to suggest, it is a 

problem of education itself.  Do we, the educated class, disparage the lifestyle and belief systems of those who are less educated 

than ourselves?  Do we consider them inferior or lagging behind because they do not use sophisticated vocabulary, consume the 

types of goods that we consume, prefer to read their local newspaper instead of the New York Times, or are content with their 

traditional faith? Are they inferior people because they do not conform to the canons of an altered propriety?  

 

There is another problem that education potentially creates for students, especially for the international students (most students at 

DWC are international).  Despite the (rather incoherent) reigning discourse of multiculturalism and interculturality, it must be 

admitted that most of what students learn at American colleges and universities has very little to do with other cultures. They learn 

mostly Anglo-Saxon ideas, values, beliefs, and norms. If you are an immigrant, an American education can trigger within you a 

split between your western educated self and your original self, leading to self-doubt and what sociologist W.E.B. Du Bois has 

called double-consciousness. Double consciousness is a split identity formation that forces a people to view themselves from the 

perspective of others, a perspective that is colored by negative stereotypes. Although Du Bois applied this notion to explain the 

situation of African Americans, it has relevance for all minority groups and international students.   

 

 Higher Education, Class Consciousness, and Split Identity 
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It often happens that even when non-Western culture, history, or philosophy are taught in American classrooms or online, they are 

taught from a Western perspective, using textbooks written by Western authors.  The Third-world, which some would argue to be 

a creation of the first world, literally and materially, is often presented as backward, superstitious, uncultured, irrational and  

strife-ridden, while the West is presented as the “location of culture,” to borrow a phrase from postcolonial theorist Homi Bhabha, 

the locus of rationality, order, and progress. It is dangerous to internalize that sort of ideological stance, explicit or implicit, which 

often underlie curricular offerings.   

 

My advice to you is this: write and speak English better than the natives; know Western culture as intimately as you can; go 

deeper into the mind of the dead Western philosophers, social scientists, poets, and artists and appreciate what they have to offer. 

But never fail to recognize and critique the political and historical contexts that underpin their ideas.  Recognize how their ideas 

have been used to colonize the rest of the world or enslave others. Never lose the ability to speak and write your native language; 

never despise your culture and traditions; decolonize your mind; never doubt the value and beauty of your own identity, and resist 

the temptation to wholly define yourself through the perspective of others; never allow yourself to be alienated from the culture 

that fashioned you and the people who love you; your ancestors were not ignorant or unintelligent. And never allow a split identity 

or a double consciousness to develop within you. Let not higher education become a problem for you and for others.  

 

Best wishes, 

Dr. Mathew Kanjirathinkal 

 
 

Student Senate 
 
Amarainy Espinosa, Student Senate President 

 
This year, the Student Senate is really open to achieving and making everyone experience the community spirit. We are a group of 

people dedicated to building the community in everything we do.  

 

So far this year, we did our Labor Day 5K Walk/Run a little 

differently than in the past. We handed out T-shirts to everyone who 

participated; and the run was followed by a BBQ as a way to celebrate 

the Labor Day. A great time was had by all and we hope to continue 

this event in the future.  We also aimed our Family Feast Celebration 

to be a little different. We brought the community spirit into this 

celebration and it was a great success.  

 

Furthermore, the Senate felt the urge of doing something for Haiti to 

help the victims of Hurricane Matthew and we wanted to get the 

students involved.  We came up with the idea of doing a fundraiser in the form of a Halloween Raffle. This fundraising turned out 

to be greater than we expected; it was amazing to see people come out and donate. We were able to put all the money raised into 

the relief fund because our generous benefactors were kind enough to donate the raffle prizes, so there was no expense involved. 

We were lucky enough to have the Mission Sunday collection go toward the Haiti Relief fund as well. Our grand total with the 

raffle, Mission Sunday and the generous donations collected in the dining hall was $2647.24. It is a great feeling knowing we have 

so much community support for our school and our students.  

 
 

IELI Corner 
 

MidTESOL 2016: Innovation and Improvisation 
Emily Embree 
 

Instructors at Divine Word College are very fortunate to enjoy generous support for professional 

development activities.  Recently, three members of the IELI, Sharon Sinton, Michelle Vargo, and I, 

were able to attend the MidTESOL annual conference in Kansas City, thanks to College sponsorship.   

 
MidTESOL is the regional affiliate of Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL), 

the international professional organization for English language teachers.  This year, MidTESOL 

members from Iowa, Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska met for two full days of presentations and 

workshops focusing on research as well as practical teaching tips.  A particular highlight of MidTESOL 

is the opportunities for meeting and networking with textbook publishers, other teachers and 

administrators, and even big names in the field.  This year we were honored to hear Dr. Stephen 
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Krashen speak. Krashen, a linguistics professor emeritus from the University of Southern California, is well known for his theory 

of language acquisition through comprehensible input.  It would be difficult to name another figure in the field who has had more 

influence on the principles and practices of language teaching. 

 

The conference theme this year was “Innovation and Improvisation.”  Inspired by that topic, I submitted a proposal that was 

accepted for presentation in the Ed Tech Bazaar.  The talk was called, “Creating a Multi-Level CALL Course Using Free Online 

Resources.”  In my presentation, I described a CALL (Computer-Assisted Language Learning) listening course that I set up in the 

Spring of 2014 as an elective for Levels 3-5. My talk focused on how I chose the online materials, what kinds of activities the 

students did during the classes, assessment, and the feedback I received from students.  The intended audience was teachers with 

limited budgets, and administrators with limited teaching staff. I had over 50 interested attendees participate in my presentation.  

 

Some issues that were discussed at the conference touch on current concerns within the IELI.  One especially useful presentation 

was entitled “Analyses of Passing and Failing Data in IEP Courses.” Lauren Rein of the University of Northern Iowa shared how 

the UNI Intensive English Program developed a systematic method to collect and analyze achievement data, and how this system 

led to curriculum changes.  The presenters explained how they were able to easily compare data trends over time among student 

groups and language groups, and then use the data to improve their program. This process of data-driven curriculum revision 

meets CEA (Commission on English Accreditation) Standards, which is an important consideration as the IELI responds to the 

HLC recommendations and moves toward external accreditation. 

In short, this professional development opportunity offered participants much useful information and knowledge about the state of 

language teaching and learning in 2016, and what current best practices are being followed.  I would like to express my 

appreciation and thanks to Dr. Kanjirathinkal, Dr. Park, and Fr. Lenchak for giving me the chance to participate in MidTESOL 

2016! 

 

In Our WriTE BRAiN  
Sharon Sinton 
 

Writing is work.  Whether you’re a journalist, poet, avid e-mailer, or ESL learner, writing demands more care and craftsmanship 

than most languages use.  For ESL learners, writing can be particularly challenging.  Writing skills are usually the last to develop 

in language learners because of its special demands of formal language use and accuracy.   Go to any MIDTESOL conference and 

you will find scores of presentations on how to best enhance ESL learners’ writing skills. 

   
Earlier this semester, while at the 2016 MIDTESOL conference in Kansas City, Michelle Vargo and I discovered an exciting 

writing curriculum entitled WRiTE BRAiN.  What is different about this writing course is that instead of teaching strictly 

academic writing, students develop academic skills through creative writing.  Through the development of this program, students 

work collaboratively to create children’s books.  Students then each write their own book using an illustrated template.  The 

student finishes the curriculum with a tangible product and, ideally, a very positive experience in using English to write and share 

ideas creatively.  As noted in WRiTE BRAiN’s promotional brochure, “The 

WRiTE BRAiN experience not only increases ELLs’ [English Language 

Learners] proficiency in English, it dramatically decreases their fear of using it, 

giving them a greater range of literary motion, courage when speaking or reading 

along, and confidence to express themselves creatively as they work 

collaboratively with their peers.”    Michelle and I were intrigued by this 

program, as we saw the possibilities for our ESL learners at DWC.   They could 

engage in language learning as a means to an end, and not as an end in and of 

itself.  Authentic communication would be used to plan and create a real product. 

Additionally, critical thinking skills would be called into play as students work to develop a story and use the “best language to 

bring the story to life,” rather than focus on choosing the “right words.”   Our hope is that if this program is implemented, our 

students’ basic writing skills and grammar will improve while also encouraging a deeper appreciation for the English language. 

 
Photo: Sharon and Michelle at the 2016 MIDTESOL Conference talking to the creator of the WRiTE BRAiN books.   

 

 

Interdisciplinary Studies Corner 
Dr. Anton Jacobs; Chair, Interdisciplinary Studies 

ICS and AAA 
The Intercultural Studies major. Our ICS majors have gathered a couple of times for lunch together, 

and once for a Friday-night dinner off campus at our local Pizza Factory. 

We’ve been joined by some faculty as well. We’ve been able to share a 

little about intercultural majors, that there are quite a few such programs 

throughout the country at many different schools. We learned that at St. 

Louis University in St. Louis, MO, there is a Center for Intercultural 
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Studies which is “dedicated to comprehensive, systemic and interdisciplinary research on the mechanisms involved in intercultural 

relations.” There is a new bulletin board outside my office on the second floor devoted to our intercultural studies program. 

 

American Anthropological Association. Last month, I attended the American Anthropological Association (AAA) annual 

meeting in Minneapolis. This was the first time I’ve attended the AAA meeting. I’ve attended the sociology, philosophy, and 

religious studies meetings in the past because I was teaching in those areas. But here at DWC I’m teaching primarily in the area of 

anthropology, so I thought I should get into the thick of things anthropological. It was a rich and informative meeting. I heard a 

great many papers by anthropologists doing research in many places throughout the world. 

 

One session of papers was particularly interesting because of its implications for our department and my teaching. I’m teaching 

intercultural communication this semester and cultural anthropology next semester. At a session on intercultural communication 

and anthropology, four papers were presented that explored the relationship between the two fields of study. I discovered that 

leading anthropologists created the field of intercultural communication but that today the two fields—intercultural 

communication and anthropology—are estranged from each other. So my fall-teaching self and 

my spring-teaching self might be at odds with each other.  

 

Apparently the anthropologists feel that the intercultural communication people are reinforcing 

cultural stereotypes. My students and I have actually talked about this as a danger. Studying 

intercultural communication means distinguishing between the different ways of being in 

different cultures, which often involves categories and concepts that are only generally true but 

which have implications for cross-cultural misunderstandings and conflict. We have to think in 

categories and concepts, but when applied too strictly, it is easy to reinforce stereotypes and 

prejudices. For example, it’s true that Western cultures are generally more individualistic than Eastern, and Eastern are generally 

more collectivistic. That doesn’t mean, however, that every Western person, custom, and institution is individualistic or that every 

Eastern one is collectivistic. 

 

There is also the issue, central to interculturality, regarding the manner in which we respect other cultures. At the session, Mary 

Bateson, a well-known anthropologist, argued that we need to make a distinction between “relativity” and “relativism.” Relativity, 

she said, is a matter of methodology. Anthropologists study various cultures with respect for the ways of those cultures, 

withholding judgment and prejudice. But that doesn’t mean they approve of everything. However, relativism, she said, is an 

ideology that means everything is accepted because it’s relative to its culture. Scientific anthropology does not require that we be 

relativists. So many things to ponder! 

  
   

Adjunct Instructors 

Roman T. Ciapalo, Ph.D. (Loyola University Chicago) is Professor of Philosophy and Andrew P. Studdert Chair of Business 

Ethics and Crisis Leadrship at Loras College, where he has taught full-time since 1982. He 

is also coordinator of the annual "Andrew P. Studdert Business Ethics and Crisis Leaderhip 

Lecture Series," founded in 2015, and serves as Faculty Advisor to the Loras Hockey Club 

and Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity.  

He has lectured nationally and internationally in New Delhi, India, Bratislava , Slovak 

Republic, and Lviv and Kiev, Ukraine. He has been the recipient of a Fulbright-Hays 

Summer Seminar to Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia and was a Fulbright Scholar at Lviv 

State University in Ukraine during the 1993-94 academic year. He travels to Ukraine each 

Summer to teach Business Ethics for various MBA Programs and has conducted workshops 

on "Ethics in the Public Sector" for the city management teams of Dubuque, Cedar Rapids, 

and Lviv, Ukraine. During recent summers, he has lectured at the annual two-week long 

“Philosophy Summer School” conducted by Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv, Ukraine.  

He was born in Argentina, where his parents settled after spending several years as refugees during and after World War II. He 

arrived, along with his brother and parents, in the U.S.A. in 1958. He is married to Nancy, who is a Registrar at Finley Hospital in 

Dubuque. They have two dogs, all adopted from the Dubuque Regional Humane Society. He is very happy and honored to teach 

an occasional Philosophy course at Divine Word College, an institution which he finds to be very welcoming and congenial.  
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Mary “Clare” Chapman joined DWC as a new part-time instructor, where she is offering piano. Clare is excited to be teaching 

at Divine Word College. She grew up in a big Catholic family in Vinton, IA, where she was 

always surrounded by music. Clare completed her undergraduate degree at Loras College in 

2011, and then went on to pursue her Master’s Degree in Piano Performance at Minnesota State, 

Mankato, graduating in 2014. She worked as a professional accompanist for area colleges in 

Mankato after graduate school, and then moved back to Iowa in 2015 when she accepted a 

position to teach piano at Loras College. When Clare isn’t teaching, she loves spending time 

with her family. She lives in Dubuque with her husband, Drew, and two little girls, Nora (3) and 

Julia (1). Her girls keep her busy when she’s not teaching! Clare feels truly blessed to have the 

opportunity to share her knowledge and love for music with her students. Please welcome Clare 

to the DWC community, we are excited to have her here. 

 
 
Teacher’s Corner 

 

Flash Fiction, Poetry and Beyond! 
Dr. Marilyn Taylor 
 

Here’s the context:  The online course I took this summer on “Infusing Critical Thinking” in 

my courses encouraged me 1) to include explicit critical thinking outcomes in my courses and 

2) to emphasize APPLYING skills rather than MEMORIZING information.  So in ENG 110—

“Approaches to Literature”--I’m emphasizing “interpretation”— one of the  critical thinking 

skills the summer course identifies.   

 

Here’s the problem:  Literature and the language we use to talk about it can be a real challenge, 

especially for second-language learners.  It’s only a one-credit course.  How to assess students’ ability to interpret stories and 

poems without burdening them with papers that would take more time than one credit warrants?  Besides, writing even short 

papers offers many opportunities to seek “help,” so papers might measure students’ resourcefulness more than their ability to 

interpret literature.  So instead of matching definitions with terms or any such exercise in memorizing, I wanted to figure out how 

to assess students’ ability to interpret by applying the concepts they learn.  I wanted an approach we could use in a 15-minute 

quiz—something that didn’t require impossible feats of on-the-spot interpretation.   

 

Here’s what I tried:  After we spent five weeks learning and applying some key concepts we use in interpreting short stories, I 

gave the students five or six “flash fictions”—very, very short stories which they’d not seen and we’d never talked about in class.  

I told them to study them all, and the quiz would use the concepts we learned to ask questions about one of them.  They had a 

week.   

 

Here’s what happened:   Over the weekend, all thirteen of them got together (on their own initiative) for a study session that lasted 

more than two hours on a Sunday afternoon.  One student said  “We ‘study smarter’ because we don’t memorize.” The students 

seemed to feel calm and prepared at quiz time.   Though I can’t say their overall scores were higher (they weren’t—not yet), I can 

say that what was assessed was more valuable, and the results of the assessment more reliable.  No one complained about the 

results.  And the format is the same as the critical thinking tests Fr. Ken administers.   

  

As I write this, they’ve begun studying four poems we haven’t talked about for our next quiz.  Here’s one of them:   

 

by: Wang Ping b. 1957 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntax        
She walks to a table          

She walk to table   

She is walking to a table                     

She walk to table now   

 

What difference does it make                  

What difference it make  
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In Nature, no completeness                     

No sentence really complete thought   

 

Language, like woman,                    

Look best when free, undressed.         

[1999] 
 

 
The American Pragmatics Association 
Dr. Mark Garton 
 

I attended the 3rd International Conference of the American Pragmatics Association at Indiana University, Bloomington on 

November 4-6.  Pragmatics is a subfield of linguistics that concentrates on the influence of context on our language use.  

Pragmatics and Second Language Acquisition are my personal primary interests in linguistics, and both are a strong influence on 

my instructional methods here at Divine Word College.  

 

Many of the presentations focused on “speech acts,” a framework which deals with language’s performative functions such as 

apologies, requests, complaints, greetings, and invitations.  In addition to the speech act papers, it was interesting to see how 

pragmatics has broadened over the last couple of years to include more research into areas which previously didn’t get much 

attention, everything from political discourse to e-mail and Facebook communication – even vulgar language and family 

bickering.  I don’t have space here to summarize what I learned from this conference, but I’ll be posting brief columns on my blog 

at https://languagedigest.wordpress.com as I have time over the next few weeks.  I encourage everyone to take a look and learn 

more about the conference I attended and my take-a-ways from it.  

 

 

A Redesigned Cross-Cultural Psychology Class 
Dr. Kenneth Anich, SVD 
 

I have taught the DWC Cross-Cultural Psychology course in six different semesters since 2007.  In its initial inception in 1993, 

the course was entitled “Social Psychology in a Cross-Cultural Perspective” and was usually taught by an adjunct professor.  The 

course title was changed to simply Cross-Cultural Psychology as more appropriate focus for our students.  With greater migration, 

social media, TV, and thus greater interaction amongst cultures, the field cross-cultural psychology takes on a greater importance 

in our world. The potential for misunderstandings through different worldviews, styles of communication, and even 

understandings of mental health can contribute to unnecessary problems because of a deeper lack of knowledge of other cultures. 

In the U.S. there are approximately 800,000 new naturalized citizens every year.  Today there are around 1 million foreign 

students in American universities and colleges.  These students come from countries such as China, India, South Korea, Saudi 

Arabia, Japan, Taiwan, Vietnam, Mexico and Brazil just to mention the top-sending countries.  The business world too is ever 

more global, demanding understandings of different cultures.   

 

We currently see immigration as an issue not only in American politics but Western Europe as well.  Our new textbook notes that 

minority groups in many places in the world are ostracized, threatened, and even assaulted. “Minorities belonging to these various 

ethnic and religious groups continue to be the target of systematic violence.”   The question is whether psychologists and other 

educated professionals can make a difference in this global but disunited world.  The course goals are to 1) introduce the field of 

cross-cultural psychology, 2) review contemporary theories and research in cross-cultural psychology and especially 3) provide a 

useful set of critical thinking tools with which to examine, analyze and evaluate cross-cultural psychology and what it can offer to 

making our world a better and more inclusive place.   

 

 

Philosophizing in Iowa 
Dr. Ron Condon 
 

One morning in early November I drove from Dubuque to Indianola Iowa to attend the annual meeting of the Iowa Philosophical 

Society, to be held at Simpson College in Indianola. The day was cloudless and warm. There was almost no breeze, and just a 

touch of haze on the horizon. I listened to the music of Brahms as I drove through a landscape of late harvest corn fields and 

barren trees. My mood was one of autumnal melancholy, Keatsian: “Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness…” As the dreamy 

day passed, I wondered about the up-coming conference. What would Simpson College be like? Would the philosophical 

presentations be interesting and useful? Was I even in the right frame of mind for a day of abstract philosophizing?  

 

The Iowa Philosophical Society is an informal group of philosophers, teachers, and students, who meet once a year to read and 

discuss philosophical papers. The annual meetings of the Society are held in mid-fall, usually on a college campus near the center 

of the state. Indianola, for example, is just southeast of Des Moines. Last year’s conference was held at Iowa State University in 

https://languagedigest.wordpress.com/
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Ames Iowa, just northwest of Des Moines. Typically, the conference is organized into 50 minute sessions, two before lunch, and 

three after lunch. Three or four papers are offered during each session, so conference goers have choices to make about which 

papers to listen to. After the last session of the day, there is a short break, followed by an invited speaker delivering the Keynote 

Address to finish the conference. Those reading papers at the conference are undergraduate or graduate students in philosophy, or 

philosophy professors. The majority of these participants come from colleges or universities in Iowa or surrounding states, but 

occasionally someone comes from farther afield.  This year one presenter was from Texas; another was from the University of 

Georgia.  

 

Presented papers can be from any area of active philosophical research. At this year’s conference there were papers with such 

intriguing titles as “Alfarabi on the Syllogistic Art of Dialectic”, “Qi-Cosmology and the Feminist Sage: The Limits and Power of 

Agency”, “Where are We? Reflecting on Jewish Women’s Identity in the Age of “Black Lives Matter” and “Say Her Name”, 

“Corporate Personhood and Corporate Responsibility”, and “Affective Insensitivity, Ignorance, and the Criminalization of Black 

Girls”. 

 

As a philosopher with more traditional philosophical interests, the papers I attended tended to have more prosaic titles (but not, so 

I hoped, less interesting ideas). The first paper I listened to was called “Nudging is an Achievement that Diminishes Others.”  It 

was written by a graduate student from Missouri, and concerned the analysis of the concept of an achievement. It was argued in 

the paper that a “nudge” (roughly, the intentional manipulation of a choice situation to encourage a particular behavior) can 

diminish the value of an achievement. I thought that this was true enough, but fairly uninteresting, as almost anything can count as 

an achievement, and not all achievements have value, whether nudged or not. (Midway through the talk I found myself briefly 

regretting that because I had never heard of “Qi-Cosmology”, and did not know who the Feminist Sage was, I had shied away 

from the paper on that topic, scheduled at the same time. Oh well. Choices must be made.)  

 

During the course of the conference, I found myself listening to several papers on the concept of a reason for action (including the 

Keynote Address). Understanding the nature of reasons for action is critical to an understanding of practical rationality, and its 

relationship to ethics, so these papers were right up my alley, given my principal scholarly interests. Unfortunately, the arguments 

of these essays were very technical, and as far as I could see, they mistakenly presupposed that we can get a handle on the notion 

of practical rationality in the abstract without first having an adequate understanding of the concept of a virtue, and how virtue is 

connected to the human good (a point urged by my late teacher Warren Quinn many years ago).  

 

By the afternoon, my intellect was engaged, and my critical and analytical abilities were rising to the occasion. I next attended a 

talk with the implausible sounding title “Nonhuman Animals are Morally Responsible”, written by a visiting professor at Kansas 

State University. The argument of the paper was that since some higher mammals are capable of acting from empathy (as research 

into mammal brains was alleged to show), such animals could be said to act from moral reasons, and thus be morally responsible. 

I didn’t buy it, but it did get me thinking about what it is to act on a moral reason, and how that is related to being morally 

responsible. The talk was successful, I thought, not because it convinced me of its thesis, but because of the questions it raised. 

The best philosophy often has this quality, I believe. 

 

The next day, as I drove back to Dubuque, I reflected that on balance the conference had been a success. Simpson College was 

charming; and although I had not been convinced by many of the arguments in the papers I had heard, they had provoked critical 

thought, and I hope a deeper understanding of the philosophical issues they raised. The day was considerably colder than it had 

been two days earlier when I had driven to Indianola. My return trip was accompanied by the music of Bach, a Christmas Cantata. 

My melancholy was gone. Soon it would be winter.  

 

 

How to Break the Code of Academic Language 
Larry Udry 
 

I attended a virtual seminar entitled "How to Break the Code of Academic Language: Your ELLs’ and SELs’ Bridge to More 

Rigorous Content" hosted by Corwin Press on Monday, October 3, 2016 1:30 pm, Central.  

 

For English language learners, in addition to learning "transactional language" ( for travelling , paying rent, small- 

talk etc...),  students must master academic language. Academic-language mastery is the key to meeting and exceeding 

expectations in college classes. This panel discussion led by Ivannia Soto focused on the four key components of academic 

language mastery and the best practices to cultivate them. In addition there were some other ESL names Jeff Zwiers, David and 

Yvonne Freeman  and Margarita Calderón .  

 

Academic English is not natural language and it must be explicitly taught. The four essential components mentioned above of 

teaching academic language are: vocabulary, syntax,  grammar, register. In a nutshell, these four components must be considered 

when teaching a student any new word or concept. Though this workshop was geared especially towards K-12 ESL instructors  

 (the majority in our field) , it helped me understand the difficulties our students face as they try to master the language.  
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Cultural Competencies in Spiritual Direction  
Fr. Jim Bergin, SVD 
 
Attended a conference sponsored by the Federation of Seminary Spiritual Directors at Conception Seminary College, Conception, 

MO, from October 27-29.  The conference was on “Cultural Competencies in Spiritual Direction,” presented by Fr. Gerard J. 

McGlone, SJ, from the Pontifical North American College in Rome, and Dr. Fernando A. Ortiz from Gonzaga University.  

Suggested background reading for the conference was a book edited by Fr. McGlone and Dr. Ortiz: To Be One in Christ: 

Intercultural Formation and Ministry. 

 

December Graduates 
 

Stephanie Gado will be graduating in December with a B.A. degree in Intercultural Studies and a minor in Theology and Religious 

Studies.   After graduation in December, she will go on to a graduate school in Chicago. She has not yet decided when she will 
start, it could be in January 2017 or she may wait until the fall of 2017. Additionally, Stephanie is 
planning  to do some internship work with her B.A. if she doesnt start her Master Degree Program in the 
spring.  Of course that will be a decision she will have to give some thought to since she has already been 
accepted into a Master’s program already. The idea is that, she would like to practice what she learned 
during her years of formation at Divine Word College and then gain some experience before going to the 
graduate school.  As Stephanie is about to open a new chapter in her life, she would like to say a "Big 
Thanks" to Divine Word College. 
We wish Stephanie well in her future endeavors, it seems she has big dreams to pursue after her 
graduation and we wish her luck! 
 
 

 
Martin Herrera will be graduating in December with a B.A. degree in Philosophy. We wish him luck in his future endeavors.  

 


