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There are many ways to be involved with the mission of 
Divine Word College and to help our students. For Diana 
and Don Bagby from Dubuque, Iowa, their first exposure 
to Divine Word College was through friends.

“The opportunity 
to become part 
of Divine Word 
College’s mission 
was introduced to us 
by Paula and Terry 
Friedman, friends of 
ours from the Church 
of the Resurrection 
community. We 
felt called to get 
involved and wanted 

to sponsor the students. It was a great way for us to 
give back and to help further the students’ educational, 
spiritual and social experiences,” said Diana. 
The Bagbys became part of the Divine Word College 
FAN Club (Friends Across Nations) and were matched 

with two students, Matthew and Santino. They were part 
of the Lost Boys, a group of refugees fleeing the civil 
war in Sudan. One of their first outings was taking them 
to dinner at a local restaurant. The students were excited 
about the experience, one of them asking the waitress 
if she had made the straw placemats at the table as they 
reminded him of home. 

That experience made the Bagbys reflect on what so 
many people take for granted in the U.S. and was a 
heartwarming moment. They attended various events 
together at Divine Word College including picnics,  
game nights and most vividly the celebration of the  
Lunar New Year.

Not only was the FAN Club experience a learning 
moment for Diana and Don, their son also enjoyed the 
opportunity. “Our son learned about their culture while 
we introduced Matthew and Santino to ours,” Diana 
said. “We are so thankful to have been part of the FAN 
Club, we continue to pray for and support the Divine 
Word community.”

We felt called to get involved 
and wanted to sponsor the 
students. It was a great way 
for us to give back and to 
help further the students’ 
educational, spiritual and 
social experiences.

   
From Helping  
DWC Students

After 19 years here at Divine Word, I have decided to retire at the end of July. 

As I prepare to leave my role as Associate Development Director, I want to take this opportunity to 
express my deepest gratitude for your unwavering support and generosity. Your commitment to 
the mission of Divine Word College is the key to our students’ success. 

You have helped our students prepare for whatever path God takes them on after they leave here. 
Each of your donations is proof of your belief in our mission, and for that, I am eternally grateful. 
Because without your help, our students would not be here.  

As I begin the next chapter of my life, I take with me the many wonderful relationships and 
memories made during my time at Divine Word. I have been able to visit many of our benefactors 
around the United States. I have enjoyed meeting you and learning about your connection to 
Divine Word Missionaries and Divine Word College. I will miss visiting with you either in person or 
on the phone. 

Thank you so much for being part of our mission. You may not realize it, but your impact extends 
far beyond Epworth. It is evident in the lives touched because of your kindness – the lives of God’s 
people all over the world. Please continue to help our students as they prepare to carry the Gospel 
to all corners of the world.

I have been truly blessed to have been part of the Divine Word community since 2005.  
I will miss you!

With heartfelt appreciation,

Mark Singsank
P.S. If you ever feel like contacting me, you can reach me at:  
mssingsank@gmail.com or 563-543-8618 

You 
will be 
missed!

Long-Time Associate 
Development Director  
Retires and Says Goodbye

FRIENDS OF DWC

On May 25, four men were ordained Divine Word 
Missionary Priests at the Church of the Holy Family in 
Chicago. Front Row (left-to-right): Fr. John Nkum, SVD, 
Fr. Roger Kyaw Thu, SVD, Fr. Zachary Smith, SVD, Fr. 
Boromeo Shwe Pyi Soe, SVD. Back Row (left-to-right): 
Provincial Fr. Adam Oleszczuk, SVD, Most Rev. J. Terry 
Steib SVD, bishop emeritus of Memphis, Theologate 
Rector Adam MacDonald, SVD. Please keep these 
newly ordained priests in your prayers as they begin 
their first missionary assignments.  Photo credit: Frt. Tin Vu, SVD

Priesthood Ordination
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